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Simply Jesus
Small Group Discussion Questions

The purpose of these questions is to provide you with the opportunity to connect with other
group members as you reflect on what you are learning. The questions are intended to help
your group engage with one another as you process the lecture material, or consider new ideas
as the Spirit leads.

Introduction to Simply Jesus

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 — Why did you sign up for this course? What 'burning question' might you have about who
Jesus is or what he did?

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — What are some reasons Prof. Wright gives for the importance of understanding Jesus in his
historical context?

3 — What does Prof. Wright say are the main sources for understanding the historical Jesus?

4 —What was going on in the Middle East in the 300 years before Jesus, and why is that
important?

5 — How did Jewish people, according to Wright, read the Scriptures between the revolts of
Judas Maccabbees and, later, Bar Kochba? How does this set the stage for Jesus?

APPLY
6 — What are some distortions of Jesus that you see in our culture? In the church?

7 — What does this lecture challenge or reshape how you understand the term “the kingdom of
God”?
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Small Group Discussion Questions

Session One: Luke 3

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 —Who is someone in your life who would consider a “hero”? Why?

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 —What is the “terrible state of affairs” that Prof. Wright describes in the opening of this
lecture?

3 — What is that “terrible state” crucial for understanding John the Baptist and Jesus?

4 —Why is John the Baptist’s use of the Jordan River significant?

5 — How does Prof. Wright describe the relationship between heaven and earth in the biblical
worldview?

APPLY

6 — John the Baptist called his hearers—tax collectors, soldiers, people with means—to live
their lives in a whole new way in light of what God was doing. What might it look like for you

live differently in light of what God is doing?

7 — Where do you need to see “heaven and earth come together in a whole new way” in your
life?
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Simply Jesus
Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Two: Luke 4:14-30

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 —Tell the group about a time when something that initially didn’t live up to your expectation
but was in fact better than what you hoped for?

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 —What is the significance of Jesus’ wilderness temptation (in light of Israel’s history)?

3 — What is “the year of the Lord’s favor” according to Prof. Wright and why is it noteworthy
that Jesus quotes from Isaiah 61, which mentions this “year”?

4 — Why does Prof. Wright say that Jesus stopped short of quoting the remainder of the Isaiah
61 passage, which speaks of the Lord’s “vengeance”?

5 —What is Jesus doing by drawing attention to the figures of the widow of Zarephath and
Naaman the Syrian?

APPLY
6 — How might Jesus’ stopping short of mentioning God’s “vengeance” impact your
understanding of him?

7 — Prof. Wright contends that opposition to Jesus and his kingdom were present from the very
first moments of Jesus’ ministry. Where are some places in your life where you may be resisting
the person and message of Jesus?
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Simply Jesus
Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Three: Matthew 5:1-20

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 -How do you envision heaven?

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — What does “the kingdom of heaven” mean according to Prof. Wright?

3 — What is the significance of Jesus calling 12 disciples?

4 — How does Prof. Wright understand the beatitudes? What are they doing? What is Jesus
saying about the kingdom through them?

5 — How do the images of salt, light, and a city set on a hill connect to Israel’s vocation and what
is Jesus saying by using them?

APPLY

6 — Which of the beatitudes in Matthew 5:3-10 most resonates with you? Most challenges you?

7 — How have you experienced the kingdom coming to you? Through you?
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Simply Jesus
Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Four: Mark 4:1-20

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1—-Where is a place in your life where the message of Jesus is bearing fruit?

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — What kind of “story” is a parable, and what are parables trying to do, according to Prof.
Wright?

3 — How does this parable confirm but also confound the expectations of Jesus’ listeners?

4 — How, according to Prof. Wright, does the prophet Isaiah form a crucial background to this
parable?

5 —Who, according to Jesus, belongs to the new family that God is creating?

APPLY

6 — According to the parable of the sower, what kind of “soil” most characterizes your life in this
season?

7 — How have you experienced the people of God as a family?



N.T. WRIGHT

« ©NLINE »

RENEWING MINDS THROUGH BIBLICAL TEACHING

.
g al

Simply Jesus
Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Five: Luke 15

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 —Tell the group who you like to celebrate with. What occasions?

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — Who were the Pharisees and what was their agenda? How does that set the stage for the
parables of Luke 157?

3 — How do these parables illustrate the “overlap” between heaven and earth and where do
they place Jesus in that overlap?

4 — What are some important Old Testament backgrounds to the parable of the lost son and
how does understanding them add depth to its meaning?

5 — How does the portrait of the father in the last parable reverse the expectations of Jesus’
listeners? How is that a window into the kingdom that Jesus brought?

6 — In what ways do these parables represent a challenge to the Pharisees?

APPLY

7 — Where have you experienced yourself being a recipient of the mercy demonstrated in these
parables (like the younger brother)?

8 — Where have you experienced yourself being an opponent of that same mercy (like the older
brother)?
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Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Six: Mark 7:1-23

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 - Have you ever had an experience with another culture or ethnicity that considered certain
foods “taboo”? Tell the group about it. What food would you like to add to a "taboo" list?!
ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — What is Jesus’ basic critique of the Pharisees in this passage?

3 — How does Jesus anchor his critique in the Jewish Scriptures and why is that important?

4 —What is the “parable” that is embedded this passage and what is Jesus doing through it?

5 —What is Jesus claiming is the “cure” for all the uncleanness spoken of in this passage?

6 — How does the following story of the Syrophoenician Woman (Mk 7:24-30) illustrate the
wider point Mark is making in 7:1-207?

APPLY

7 — How does this lecture help you think about the Old Testament and its relationship to your
life?

8 — Jesus says that defilement is a matter of the heart, and that only he can cure it. What do
you need Jesus to cure in you?
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Simply Jesus
Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Seven: Mark 8:22-9:1

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1—-When was a time in your life when you did something right that was costly to you?
ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — Why is the healing of the blind man (Mk 8:22-26) important for setting the stage for the
narratives that follow?

3 — How was the question of Jesus’ “messiahship” a problem for people?
4 — How, according to Prof. Wright, does Jesus put the kingdom of God and the cross together?

5 —What is the meaning of Jesus’ saying in Mk 8:34-38?

APPLY
6 — Who do people around you say that Jesus is? Who is he to you?

7 —Where is the call to “take up your cross and follow me” most challenging to you?
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Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Eight: Mark 10:35-45

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 - Where in your life are you in a position of “power” and how do you exercise it?

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — How does the request of James and John illustrate their failure to understand Jesus’
intention in going to Jerusalem, and how is their request ironic?

3 — How does Jesus use the images of the “cup” and “baptism” and how do those images
demonstrate his messianic mission?

4 — In what way is Jesus fusing Isaiah 53 with the figure of the Son of Man in this passage, and
what is he saying through it?

5 — How then does Jesus redefine “power” in this passage?

APPLY

6 — Where do you see power being used in a way that is contrary to what Jesus is teaching in
this passage?

7 — Prof. Wright claimed in this lecture that people often misunderstand the gospel as a means
to gain power, prestige, or prosperity in this world. Where in your life have you felt the
temptation to see the gospel that way?
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Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Nine: Matthew 21:1-17

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 - What are some rituals or symbols in our culture that have great importance for people?
ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — What does Prof. Wright say is the symbolic significance of the cleansing of the Temple?

3 —How are the cleansing of the Temple and the Last Supper connected?

4 —What are some examples Prof. Wright gives of how Jesus’ ministry was a challenge to the
meaning of the Temple? What was that challenge?

5 — What is the significance of Jesus’ riding into the city on a donkey?
APPLY

6 — Where are some places in your life where you have experienced forgiveness and/or healing
in Jesus’ name?

7 — What symbols in our culture do you think Jesus might challenge if he were conducting his
ministry today?
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Simply Jesus
Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Ten: Luke 22:14-23

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 —Tell the group about a “religiously significant” meal that you’ve participated in.

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — Why did Jesus make the Passover meal thematic for what he was about to do in culminating
his ministry?

3 —How is Passover and the idea of “the kingdom of God” connected in the Scriptures, and how
does Jesus transform them around his ministry?

4 — What role does the idea of “the forgiveness of sins” play in the hopes and expectations
connected to the Passover?

5 —What is the “dark undertow” present in this passage and how is it connected to the rest of
Jesus’ ministry?
APPLY

6 — How does this lecture deepen your understanding of what is happening when Christians
gather for Communion?

7 — How might Jesus’ experience of betrayal be a guide and comfort to you?
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Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Eleven: Mark 14:55-65

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 - What does it mean to you that human beings are made in the image of God?

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 —How are the charges of messiahship and Jesus’ symbolic actions in the Temple connected?

3 — What Old Testament passages does “the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty
One” evoke? Why is that significant?

4 — How does this passage serve as the appropriate culmination to the entire biblical story of
God and humanity?

5 — How does Caiaphas seek to trap Jesus both by the Romans and the Jews?

APPLY

6 — Where do you see people in our time failing to live up to their God-given identity as image-
bearers tasked with stewarding God’s good world?

7 — Throughout this course, Prof. Wright has drawn attention to Peter’s journey. Where do you
see yourself in the figure of Peter?
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Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Twelve: Luke 23:26-47

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 —Tell the group about a time when you were wrongfully accused.

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — How does Jesus identify with and take upon himself the judgment/uncleanness of the
people throughout his ministry?

3 — What are some evidences in this passage that the cross is seen as the culmination of that
identification?

4 —What do the “green tree” and the “dry tree” symbolize in this passage?

5 — What, according to Prof. Wright, is the historical meaning of “the one for the many” as it
relates to the crucifixion of Jesus?

APPLY

6 — How does Prof. Wright’s discussion of “Today you will be with me in paradise” transform
your understanding of life after death?

7 — How has Jesus’ work on the cross led to freedom in your life?
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Simply Jesus
Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Thirteen: Matt 28 and John 20

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 —Tell the group about a leader who changed your life.

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — Why is it significant that the Church did not proclaim that James was also a Messiah?

3 — According to Prof. Wright, what is the point of the resurrection stories in the Gospels?

4 —What does the Holy Spirit enable the Church to do for the world?

5 — How does Prof. Wright describe the Church’s mission as it relates to the forgiveness of sins?

APPLY

6 — How does Prof. Wright’s discussion of the resurrection transform your understanding of
Jesus and your view of “heaven”?

7 — In what ways, do you sense God calling you to live as his empowered agent in your world?
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Small Group Discussion Questions

Session Fourteen: Luke 24:13-35

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 —Tell the group about a time when a disappointment suddenly transformed into a joyful
hope.

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind

after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — According to Prof. Wright, if we want to understand the Christian faith, where do we have
to start? Why?

3 — How do the Gospel accounts of Jesus’s resurrection contrast with the resurrection accounts
in earlier Jewish Writings?

4 - What does Jesus mean when he said, “The Messiah had to suffer and then come into his
glory”?

5 — How does Prof. Wright relate the disciples’ Emmaus experience to the Garden of Eden and
to the practices of the Early Church?
APPLY

6 — How can Luke’s Emmaus Road account become a pattern for how you read / study the
Scriptures?

7 — How have your eyes been opened to see or know Jesus differently through this course?
How does this revelation change you?
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Small Group Discussion Questions

Session 15: John 1:1-18

INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE GROUP AND ANSWER THE FIRST QUESTION.

1 - What have been your biggest takeaways (so far) from this course?

ANALYZE - Start with: What are your initial thoughts, ideas, and questions that come to mind
after hearing what Prof. Wright taught?

2 — Why does Prof. Wright argue that John likely wrote his prologue (1:1-18) after he had
written the rest of his Gospel?

3 —In what ways does Prof. Wright see the book of Genesis functioning as a critical backdrop
for this passage?

4 — Where does Prof. Wright see the book of Exodus similarly functioning in this passage?

5 — How does Prof. Wright define the word “truth” in this lecture and why is that important?

APPLY

6 — In this lecture Prof. Wright said, “The more we look at Jesus, the more we then discover
who God is.” How has this course helped you see God (through Jesus) more clearly?

7 — Prof. Wright ended this lecture by helping us see that Jesus as he is revealed in the Gospels
is the “truly human” one. How has this course’s portrait of Jesus challenged and enriched your
own humanity?



